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District Meetings of the IL. L. A. 

On another page of the Quarterly will 
be found the suggestions regarding fu- 
ture work of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion made by Mr. M. H. Douglass, the 
former President, at the Ottumwa meet- 
ing. One of the most important of his 
suggestions is that regarding annual 
district meetings under the auspices of 
the State Library Association in addi- 
tion to the annual meeting of the entire 
state. For some time there has been 
much discussion in the library period- 
icals regarding library institutes, but it 
has not seemed wise for either the Li- 
brary Commission, or the Library As- 
sociation of this state to inaugurate these 
institutes. It would seem that the dis- 





trict meetings might serve the purpose 
of institutes without increasing organi- 


zation or machinery and in this manner 
bring together librarians and trustees 
who seldom find it possible to attend the 
state meetings on accqunt of the dis- 
tance to be traveled. If the state should 
be divided into four districts in a man- 
ner similar to the State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation with spring meetings held in each 
of the four quarters of the state it would 
seem that there would not be any reason 
why the library workers of each district 
might not develop strong and helpful 
meetings. If district meetings should be 
held in the extreme corners of the state 
there would naturally be a tendency for 
the state meeting to be held in the 
central part of the state, thus making it 
more accessible to dll. The Iowa Li- 
brary Association has grown to be a 
strong organization and the library cause 
has taken on sufficient strength in the 
state that the time would seem ripe for 
this provision for district meetings. The 
Executive Board of the I. L. A. will 
doubtless hold a meeting before a great 
while and reach a decision as to whether 
these district meetings shall be under- 
taken next spring. In the meantime let 
librarians and trustees be considering 
the possibility of making such meetings 
in their districts of the greatest practical 
service. 
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Ottumwa Meeting, 
Iowa Library Association. 


The seventeenth annual meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association was held 
in Ottumwa, October 10-12, 1906. The 
sessions were held in the audience room 
of the First Baptist Church, with 109 
members in attendance. 

The first session was called to order 
by the vice-president, Miss Ella Mc- 
Loney of Des Moines, on Wednesday at 
2 P.M. The president, Mr. Matthew 
Hale Douglass of Grinnell, being detained 
at home on account of illness, the ad- 
dress of welcome to the visiting dele- 
gates was delivered by Mr. J. T. Hack- 
worth, president of the Ottumwa Library 
Board of Trustees, who in his address 
mentioned in particular the importance 
of the librarian as an educator. He said: 
“A library as a collection of books for 
the use of scholars is very old, but a pub- 
lic library supported by all the people, 
which exists mainly for the purpose of 


making its books accessible to all the 
people, is a new institution, and altho’ 
new, it is rapidly being recognized that 
it is as much a part of our educational 


system as the public school. The libra- 
rian is a teacher. To properly direct the 
reading of an individual is to largely in- 
fluence his life. The library is helpful to 
everyone who has the disposition to help 
himself, which is the kind of an indi- 
vidual who most deserves assistance.” 

Miss McLoney responded in behalf of 
the State Association. 

The secretary then read the report of 
board meetings held since the last meet- 
ing of the Association. On motion of 
Mr. Brigham the report was accepted 
and placed on file. 

Miss Tyler reported the progress of 
library work for the year, giving changes 
in librarian’s positions, traveling libra- 
ries, gifts, Summer Library School, local 
library organizations, and other matters 
of interest. 


One of the principal features of the 
session was the address by Johnson 
Brigham, State Librarian, who spoke on 
the theme, “Librarians as Educators” 
Mr. Brigham said in part: “There is no 
questioning the fact that librarians are 
educators. The only question is, are we, 
as librarians, living up to the full extent 
of our opportunities? The librarian 
should not only be informed, but inspired, 
She should read and re-read. There 
should be no books in a public library 
that are not either instructive and inspir- 
ing, and at the same time interesting, | 
would not have you buy the goody, goody 
books, with no literary value. I would 
not have in a public library a book 
that is not of interest to the av 
reader, and in fiction I would haye 
only those ‘books which have a substan- 
tial value in heart experiences.” 


“A New Phase of Library Extension” 
was the subject of a very interesting pa- 
per by Miss Miriam E. Carey, supervis- 
ing librarian of State Institutions. 


Towa is the first state to provide for 
systematic development and supervision 
of the libraries in the State Philanthropic 
and Reformatory Institutions, the Board 
of Control having the fourteen institu- 
tions of this character in charge cre 
ated the position of supervising librarian 
during the last year. 

Miss Carey spoke of her work in'the 
institutions at Mitchellville, Eldora, 
Davenport and Marshalltown, and then 
referred to the remarkable work with 
the insane of Miss Rowe of Clarinda, 
mentioning the titles of a number of 
books which have been read by the in- 
mates of the hospitals at Clarinda and 
Independence. 

The chairman announced that Presi- 
dent George E. McLean of Iowa State 
University was present and requested 
him to address the convention. Presi- 
dent McLean responded, expressing his 
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pleasure in attending the meetings of the 
association each year. 

The annual reunion of the Society of 
the Iowa Library School was held at 
Hotel Ballingall, Wednesday evening, 
and from 8 to 11 o’clock a beautiful re- 
ception was given at the home, of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. D. Foster by the Ottumwa 
Woman’s Club to the members of the 
Iowa Library Association. 

Thursday morning, after the secre- 
tary’s report was read and approved, 
Mrs. H. J. Howe, chairman of the leg- 
jslative committee, gave a report of the 
library legislation of the Thirty-first 
General Assembly. Section 732 of the 
Code was so amended as to provide for 
an increase in the tax levy in cities and 
towns having a population of 6,000 or 
under, from 2 to 3 mills on the dollar. 

Section 729 was amended to definitely 
fix the responsibility for the expenditure 
of all moneys available by gift or other- 
wise for the erection of public buildings, 
upon library trustees. 

A new law enacted was for the use of 
public libraries by residents of county 
or towns outside city or town. 

The work of the State Library Com- 
mission was advanced by an additional 
appropriation. 

The secretary read a letter from the 
board of trustees of the Council Bluffs 
Public Library inviting the I. L. A. to 
hold its next annual meeting in that city. 

Letters were also read from Miss 
Tobitt of Omaha Public Library and 
from the Nebraska Library Commis- 
sion, urging the Iowa Association to 
hold its next annual meeting in Council 
Bluffs and a joint session with the Ne- 
braska Association in Omaha. The 
matter was referred to the incoming 
board. 

A letter was read from President 
Douglass expressing regret that he was 
unable to be present and giving valuable 
recommendations on future library work 
in the state. 


Captain Johnston of Fort Dodge, hon- 
orary president of the Association, was 
called to the chair and made a few 
remarks, reviewing the early history of 
the Association. 

Two Round Table meetings were held 
simultaneously. For representatives of 
public libraries, conducted by Miss Ty- 
ler, the following topics were discussed: 

“How to Duplicate Books, and 
Why ?” 

“Ordering and Using Library of Con- 
gress Printed Cards.” 

“What not to bind. How we select 
Books.” 

For representatives of college and 
reference libraries, conducted by Miss 
Amidon of Coe College, the following 
topics were considered: 

“The Duplication of Reference Books 
in Libraries of Limited Incomes.” 

“Buying by the ‘Bid’ System.” 

“Best Method to Be Employed in 
Bringing Students Into Closer Touch 
With the Library.” 

“Shall We Have Department Libra- 
ries ?” 

“What Privileges Shall We. Give to 
the Public in Our College Libraries ?” 

“Reformed Spelling.” 

“The Growing Helpfulness of the 
State Library to the Public Libraries of 
the State.” 

Miss Gertrude Stiles of Chicago gave 
a most interesting and instructive talk 
on “Library Binding,” using samples to 
illustrate processes in binding and sew- 
ing of books, and samples of the vari- 
ous kinds of leather used in binding. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed by the chair: 

Nominations—Miss Mary E. Dow- 
ney, Ottumwa; Mr. W. P. Payne, Ne- 
vada; Mrs. Mary E. Daily, Council 
Bluffs. 

Resolutions—Miss Bessie Sargent 
Smith, Dubuque; Mr. Johnson Brig- 
ham, Des Moines; Miss Clara Esta- 
brook, Eldora. 
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Legislative—Senator C. J. A. Eric- 
son, Boone; Miss Vina E. Clark, Ames; 
Mrs. Anna S. Yates, Tipton. 

Necrology—Mr. M. G. Wyer, Iowa 
City; Miss Amidon, Coe College; Miss 
Babb, Indianola. 

Thursday afternoon’s session opened 
with a report of the special committee 
on library binding, by M. G. Wyer. This 
committee was appointed by the execu- 
tive board in January for the purpose of 
investigating the feasibility of a co-op- 
erative bindery for Iowa libraries, with 
cost of same, etc. The report of the 
committee was accepted and placed on 
file and the committee continued. 

Round Table for the representatives 
of the larger public libraries was con- 
ducted by Miss Bessie Sargent Smith. 
Topic, “Circulation and Its Problems.” 
The speakers were Mrs. Daily, Miss 


Graves, Miss McLoney, Miss Downey, 
Miss Sabin, Miss Wheelock, Miss Du- 
ren, Miss Brainard, Miss Thompson and 


Miss Wood. At the close of the Round 
Table Miss Grace Rose of Davenport 
spoke on “The School and the Library.” 
She described the methods used by the 
public library in Buffalo, N. Y., where 
she was formerly located, in regard to 
its work with the children of the public 
schools. Continuing, she said: “One 
of the great reasons for starting the 
work in the grades is because so many 
of the children leave school as soon, or 
even before they have finished the gram- 
mar grades. Another thing we have to 
consider is this: That those children 
who do not read the best children’s 
books at the proper age have really 
missed something from their lives that 
cannot be replaced.” 

An inspiring address was given by 
Miss Edna Lyman of Oak Park, IIl., on 
“The Purpose of the Story Hour.” She 
said in part: “Children will be held by 
the story who have not yet mastered 
the mechanical part of reading. Some 
things we can claim for story telling: 


First, the joy it gives the children. We 
have a right to feel that the story is the 
greatest power to cultivate correct Eng. 
lish, then the enlargement of the view, 


‘The child’s experience is limited. It jg 


a source for the cultivation of the im- 
agination; also an appreciation of the 
sense of humor. Through the story he 
learns the cause and effect of moral 
actions.” 


Miss Lyman closed by telling two 
stories illustrating the moral principles 
of love and kindness. This was done in 
so impressive a way as to convert the 
whole audience of “grown-ups” into a 
company of fascinated children. 

Mr. Johnson Brigham announced to 
the convention that the daughters of 
ex-Governor Gue had made an offer to 
present to any public library in Iowa, 
or any public school library not already 
possessing a set, the History of Iowa in 
four volumes, written by their father, 
These may be had by applying to the 
Library Commission and paying cost of 
transportation. A vote of thanks was 
given by the convention to the donors. 


A letter was read from Miss Ahern of 
Chicago, editor of Public Libraries, 
who was to have given one of the prin- 
cipal addresses on Friday. She ex- 
pressed regret at not being able to be 
present, and said: “Please convey to 
the Association my congratulations on 
the growth in extent, in power, and in 
professional attainments that I can see 
have been made when looking at it in 
the time between the days of the first 
meetings in Des Moines and the gather- 
ing as it is today. I would like to send 
a message of good cheer to the libraries 
of Iowa, and a hope that the long stride 
forward that has been made may not 
cease until, in professional zeal, in ef- 
fective growth the true library spirit in 
Iowa may stand forth a peer to the ex- 
pression given it anywhere else in this 
broad land.” ; 
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Mr. Payne offered a motion that a 
committee be appointed to take action on 
the recommendations made to the Asso- 
ciation by President Douglass. Motion 
carried. Committee appointed: Miss 
Downey, Miss Wheelock and Captain 
Johnston. , 

Mr. Payne offered an amendment to 
the constitution, providing that the terms 
of office of secretary and treasurer shall 
be two years, their terms expiring altern- 
ate years. He also moved to amend the by- 
laws by increasing the program com- 
mittee, which now consists of President, 
Secretary and secretary of the Library 
Commission, with two non-official mem- 
bers, one of whom shall be a resident of 
the city in which the annual meeting of 
the Association is held. Motion in re- 
gard to by-laws carried. Amendment 
to the constitution to be acted on at the 
following session. 

The meeting adjourned until 8 o’clock 
at the M. E. church to hear the address 


by Prof. S. H. Clark of the Chicago 
University, on “Literature and the Com- 


munity.” Prof. Clark’s lecture was one 
of the most scholarly, finished and in- 
spiring addresses ever delivered before 
the Association. 

Friday morning the session was called 
to order by the Vice-President. Secre- 
tary’s report read and approved. 

The address, “Book Buying Prob- 
lems,” by Mr. Purd B. Wright of St. 
Joseph, Mo., was an_ interesting and 
helpful feature of this session. Mr. 
Wright discussed his subject under the 
following heads: 

“How much of the income shall be set 
aside for books ?” . 

“How far shall the demands of the 
public for popular books be supplied?” 

“Should libraries buy fine limited 
editions of standard authors ?” 

“The wisdom and economy of buying 
of book agents.” 


Discussion followed from a trustee’s 
standpoint, by various trustees. 


“Library Legislation, Present and Fu- 
ture,” was the subject of a paper by 
Senator C. J. A. Ericson. 

Miss McLoney read a letter from 
Mr. Henry, President of the Library 
Board of Des Moines, expressing regret 
that he could not be present. 

Mrs. Daily, librarian of Council 
Bluffs, extended a very cordial invita- 
tion to hold the next annual meeting in 
the Bluff city. 

On motion of Miss Tyler the secre- 
tary was instructed to write a letter to 
President Douglass expressing regret of 
the Association for his absence at this 
meeting and hopes for his speedy re- 
covery. 

Captain Johnston, chairman of the 
Necrology Committee, reported the 
deaths of two valued members of the 
Association during the past year, Mrs, 
Ada A. Van Vechten of Cedar Rapids, 
and Mrs. S. F. Gunsolos of Tipton. 
Mrs. Loomis of Cedar Rapids and Mrs. 
Yates of Tipton read beautiful tributes 
to the memory of these noble women, 
copies of which were ordered filed with 
the records of the Association. 

The report of the treasurer, Mrs. J. 
M. Carpenter, followed, showing a bal- 
ance of $155.11, with the expenses of 
the convention unpaid. 

Captain Johnston reported for the 
committee on president’s recommenda- 
tions, as follows: That the suggestion 
in relation to district meetings be adopt- 
ed and that the executive committee be 
requested to provide for carrying out 
of the same; that the suggestion in rela- 
tion to providing for increased support 
for libraries be referred to the commit- 
tee on legislation. Report accepted. 

A notable feature of the morning’s 
session was the visit of the entire library 
board of Oskaloosa. 

A brief business session was held Fri- 
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day’ afternoon at 2 o'clock. The pro- 
posed amendment to the constitution 
was unanimously adopted. 

. ‘The committee on resolutions report- 
ed through its chairman, Miss Bessie 
Report accepted and 


Sargent Smith. 
placed on file. 

. Miss, Downey, chairman on nomina- 
_ tions, reported as follows: For presi- 
dent, Miss Ella McLoney of Des 
Moines ; vice-president, Mr. J. T. Hack- 
worth of Ottumwa; for secretary, Mrs. 
A. J. Barkley, Boone; treasurer, Miss 
Kate E. ‘Thompson of Nevada. 

_. The secretary being renominated, the 
new treasurer was nominated for two 
years. Report of committee accepted 
and secretary- instructed to cast the bal- 
lot of the Association. 

_1On motion-of Miss Tyler, Mr. M. H. 
Douglass was elected to fill the vacancy 
on, the executive board. 

. Mrs. Howe was called to the. chair 
while the Executive Board held a meet- 
ing and accepted the invitation of Coun- 
cil Bluffs to-hold the next annual meet- 
ing of the Association in that city co- 
incident with the Nebraska Association 
meeting in-Omaha. 


This concluded the work of the Sev- : 


enteenth Annual Session of the I. L. A. 

and the meeting was adjourned. 

‘ Frora E. S. BarKLey, 
Secretary. 


“Saemeetions Regarding Future I. L. A. 
. Activities. 
“BY THE PRESIDENT, M. H. DOUGLASS. 

Tt i is a great disappointment to me not 
to be able to be with you at this opening 
session to greet you all and to deliver 
to you my message in person, but the 
privilege is denied me today. 

“¥'have not been able to prepare a for- 
mal address for this occasion, but there 
are a few suggestions that I have had it 
in’ = to make at this time and I take 


Message sent to the Ottumwa meeting, 
etober 11 1906. 


this means of presenting them briefly : 


for your consideration. 
(1) In the first place I would like to 
ask if in your judgment the time has not 
come for our State Library Association — 
to provide for a series of annual district 
meetings in addition to our annual state 
meeting. It certainly seems to me that 
our library interests in the state are 
strong enough to sustain a limited num. — 
ber at least of these district meetings, 
perhaps four, each year, and the advan- 
tages of such conferences would be many 
and important. As librarians we do not 
have enough opportunities for fellow- 
ship. We are not of as much help to 
each other as we would be if we saw 
more of each other. We hold one meet- 
ing a year in the state. It is not possible 
for nearly all librarians, assistants and 
trustees to attend every year, but by 
providing the district meetings the op- 
portunity for the interchange of ideas 
that is so helpful to library workers, will 
be much increased. We do not know 


‘enough about what our library neigh- 


bors are doing. The district meetings 
will bring us into closer touch with them 
and their work. 

Again, at our state meetings there is 
hot room on the program for many of 
our librarians who should take part and 
should be heard—the time is too short, 
At our state meeting we naturally ex- 
pect to have some provision made for 
papers and addresses by specialists, fre- 
quently from other states, and the time 
for the round table discussions is fre- 
quently too limited. My idea would be 
to have these district meetings pre-em- 
inently “round table” sessions. 

I would suggest that these meetings, 
if they should be decided upon, might be 
organized simply as a part of the state 
Association, with a district chairman or 
committee in charge of the work, with 
no complicated organization and with no 
additional membership fees. j 
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‘It may be felt by some that such dis- 
trict meetings as are here proposed might 


pave a tendency to detract from the in- 


terest in the state meeting, but as a mat- 
ter of fact exactly the opposite result is 
what I myself would look for. The district 
meetings by reaching many who have 
not previously attended library meetings, 
will arouse and stimulate the interest in 
the annual state gathering. 

. Are we ready for district meetings? 

.. (2) The second matter to which I 
wish to make reference is that of library 
binding. This is a matter to which our 
Executive Board has given considerable 
thought during the past year and it is 
the subject of a special report to be given 
tomorrow. I wish here merely to say 
that there seerns to be no bindery in the 
state of Iowa that is doing the work of 
any very considerable number of libra- 
ries, and so far as we have been able to 
determine, no bindery that is prepared to 
handle our library work in a satisfactory 
way. Most binderies are too much in- 
terested in other forms of commercial 
binding to give much study to the par- 
ticular problems of library binding. It 
seems highly fitting that the Iowa Li- 
brary Association should make its influ- 
ence felt in trying to secure a more satis- 
factory state of affairs with respect to a 
matter of so much practical importance 
to our libraries as is this. I will not fur- 
ther anticipate the report of the com- 
mittee on binding, but merely express the 
hope that this matter also will receive 
your careful consideration. 

(3) My third topic is book buying. I 
have a conviction—how well grounded in 
fact.it is I am not sure—that a campaign 
of education on the general subject of 
book buying would be of service to some 
of our librarians and trustees. There oc- 
casionally has come to us indications of 
what seems to be the somewhat indis- 
criminate purchase by book committees 
of books from agents, or otherwise, at 
prices unnecessarily high. At any rate 


it is true that there are certain econom- 
ical methods of purchasing books that 
might well. be brought to the attention 
of those purchasing books for our li- 
braries. My thought with regard to this 
matter is that perhaps it might be well 
for us to have a standing committee on 
book buying that could make occasional 
suggestions perhaps through the col- 
umns of the Quarterly of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, and to whom libra- 
rians and others could write when de- 
siring information regarding prices or 
best methods of purchasing certain 
works. 

It seems to me that such a committee 
might be of a great deal of service to 
some of our libraries. 

(4) The last topic which I take up is 
one on which I am perhaps not so very 
well informed, but it is a matter with re- 
gard to which I have a theory to which I 
desire to give expression. I am told that 
one of the problems that confronts the 
public-supported libraries of the state is 
that of securing sufficient income to 
carry on the work. There are those who 
feel that members of the city councils are 
inclined to be niggardly in their tax- 
voting policy to the libraries, allowing 
them only what the conditions of Mr. 
Carnegie’s gift for the building require. 
For this reason there are some trustees 
in the state who favor a change in the 
law, making the position of library 
Trustee an elective rather than an ap- 
pointive office, the argument being that 
if library trustees. were elected they 
would themselves have the power of 
levying taxes and would not be at the 
mercy of the city council. 

My own feeling with regard to this has 
been that the resources of our libraries 
should quite generally be increased by 
individual generosity. My hope has been 
that private beneficence would furnish 
endowed book funds for our libraries, 
and it seems to me that this is an end to 
which our librarians and trustees may 
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well work. Practically all of our public 
libraries in this state have been recipi- 
ents. of private beneficence to the extent 
at least that their buildings have been 
given and it seems to me highly desira- 
ble that those entrusted with the man- 
agement of our public libraries should 
strive to cultivate the feeling of benevo- 
lence on the part of public-spirited citi- 
zens towards the library. I for one do 
not wish to see our public libraries be- 
come mere public institutions in the 
sense our public schools are, with no 
more support from private gifts than our 
schools generally receive. I believe in 
private gifts to public institutions. 

Of course these gifts for book endow- 
ments or other special purposes should 
not be made without conditions. One of 
these conditions that the donor should 
make is that the city must continue to 
raise by taxation, or otherwise, apart 
from his gift, enough money to meet 
Mr. Carnegie’s condition in giving the 
building. In other words, the donor 
should see to it that his gift actually in- 
creases the library resources and does 
not merely decrease the amount of li- 
brary tax that must be raised. Another 
condition of a book fund gift that I think 
might well be made is that the income 
should be expended by the members of 
the library board in the way that they 
think will serve the best interests of the 
library, without regard to the popular 
demand. 

This in general is my theory with re- 
gard to one way of increasing the re- 
sources of our public supported libra- 
ries. Is it right? 

These four topics which I have taken 
up are matters which have interested 
me and I bring them to your attention, 
hoping that perchance they may prove 
of interest to some of you. The library 
work is a developing one, and we some- 
times see visions and dream dreams of 
what the future will bring. I have tried 


today not to indulge in visions, but wil 
merely to call attention in a simple 
to these items of some practical intel 
to us as library workers. They are su} 
mitted for your considerate attention. 


A. L. A. Book List. 

The A. L. A. Booklist is furnished 
free by the Iowa Library Commissiog 
to libraries of the state because of the 
belief that it is a most helpful aid to the 
librarian and .book committee in maki 
a careful selection of books. The Com 
mission feels that the expense occa 
sioned by subscribing for so large 4 
number is amply justified by the service 
which this list will render to the libraries 
within the state. If any libraries are 
already subscribing for and receiving 
this list direct, the Commission should 
be notified so that there will not be un- 
necessary duplication. 

The Booklist is issued eight months 
during the year,.there being no monthly 
issue for June, July, August and Sep- 
tember. 


D. C. Classification Card. 
Many librarians having expressed a 
desire for the Division or second sum- 


mary of the Decimal Classification 
printed in a form to be posted for refer- 
ence use, the Commission had this 
printed on a large card for this purpose. 
Those who saw this at the Ottumwa 
meeting of the I. L. A. were supplied, 
but if there are others who desire this 
it will be mailed upon application to the 
Secretary of the Library Commission. 


Tiemann’s Symbolic Reference. Chart, 
giving the meaning of the names of the 
various states, the motto, flag, state 
flower and nickname is a most conven- 
ient tabulation of these facts, sometimes 
difficult to find. It is of convenient size 
for framing, being 11x14 inches, and 
can be obtained for 25 cents from B. J. 
Tiemann, 261 W. 39th St., New York. 
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. THE TRAVELING LIBRARY .°. 





Fifteen new  50-volume traveling 
libraries have recently been added to the 
Traveling Library collection, containing 
the best of the new books published in 
1905, with a few of the old standard 
books included. Additions have also 
been made to the “open shelf” collection 
of books for study on special subjects 
so that the increasing demand for books 


for serious study may be promptly met. 
* & & 


The Monday Afternoon Club of Du- 
buque has contributed a Traveling Li- 


brary of 50 volumes to the Commission 


to be loaned where “it will be of interest 
and benefit, or where no library exists, 
or where it may serve as a nucleus for 
a public library.” This generous con- 
tribution on behalf of this club is largely 
due to the active efforts of Mrs. D. H. 
Cooley, president of the club and well 
known to the club women of the state. 
The library has now gone on its first 
trip to Renwick, where a beginning has 
been made for a town library and where 
constant use is made of the Traveling 
Library. 
Society of the I. L. S. 

The organization of the former stu- 
dents of the Iowa Summer Library 
School known as the “Society of the 
Iowa Library School,” held a reunion 
at Ottumwa during the meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association, October 10- 
12, at the Ballingall hotel. An infor- 
mal discussion regarding matters affect- 
ing the school and the society was in- 
dulged in. President McLean of the 
State University was present and gave a 
stimulating talk on the 'work that opens 
up before the school and the need for 
renewed activity in certain directions. 
Miss Tyler, the Director of the School, 
spoke of plans for the session of 1907, 
and sought the views of those present re- 
garding the desirability of giving an 


advanced course, and asked for sugges- 
tion as to subjects which seemed most 
needed in such a course. The election 
of officers resulted in the choice of Mr. 
M. G. Wyer, Librarian of the Uni- 
versity, as president; Mrs. Anna Shaw 
Yates, Tipton, vice-president, and Miss 
Mary E. Wheelock, Grinnell, secretary- 
treasuter. The growth of the society is 
largely due to the enthusiastic efforts of 
Miss Wheelock, and it was the unanimous 
desireof those present that she should con- 
tinue her work as the efficient secretary. 
Miss Bertha Wilson, class 1903, of the 
Des Moines Public Library, contributed 
a most entertaining parody on Hamlet’s 
Soliloquy, addressed “To the Catalog- 
er,” as follows: 


TO THE CATALOGUER. 


(With apologies to Mr. Shakespeare,—and 
the Cataloger.) 


To analyze or not to analyze; that is the 
question; 

Whether ’tis better for the reader to search 
out his own material 

Or for the cataloger to take her pen in hand 
and do it for him. 

To write—to scratch—ay, more! 

And with a card to end the queries; the na- 
tural desire “to know” that flesh is heir to. 

*Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished; 
to write—to scratch— 

To scratch! perchance to spoil a card! ay, 
there’s a rub! 

For if the eraser’ll act like all possessed and 
not rub smooth, 

’Ere she has shuffled off this pack of cards 
must give her pause; 

That’s one respect that makes the fewer en- 
tries of so long life. 

Again, who would bear the public’s scorn- 
ful looks, ; 

The finding fault with her good catalog, 

The accusation that we have no books, 

When she herself might her own peace pro- 
cure with pen and ink; 

Who would all this hear, this criticism bear, 

But that the thought of “writer’s cramp”— 

That much tried ill from whose foul grip 
no “writer” is secure, 

Does stir her up! and makes her rather bear 
the public frown 

Than court the sorrows of an aching hand! 

Thus does she ponder on the subject well— 

And thus the native hue of the “Eternal” 
ink stands undisturbed by mighty pen, 

And articles of great pith and moment are 
left in dark obscurity 

And lose the name of subject. 
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An Interesting Experiment. 


A most interesting experiment is be- 
ing tried at Onawa to stimulate better 
reading by means of a library prize of- 
fered by the President of the Library 
Board, Judge Addison Oliver, who, by 
his personal thoughtfulness and gener- 
ous gifts; has developed the library at 
Onawa into one of the most serviceable 
institutions in that community. The fol- 
lowing notice was posted in the Onawa 
Library some months ago: 

“To encourage careful and systematic 
reading of good books by young patrons 
of the library, the following prizes are 
offered, open to the competition of all 
residents of the county under twenty-one 
years of age. 

“To the boy or girl who, from the an- 
niversary of opening, February 24, 1906, 
to February 1, 1907, shall have read not 
less than twenty volumes from the Li- 
brary, not more than ten of them fiction, 
and shall submit in not more than one 
hundred words for each volume the best 
summary of contents of ten volumes, of 
which not more than five are fiction, age 
of the contestant, comprehensiveness, ac- 
curacy, conciseness, language and com- 
position of summary to be considered, 
$5.00. Next best, $4.00. Next best, 
$3.00. Next best, $2.00; to every other 
contestant whose summaries are clean, 
neat, well-spelled, and carefully writtén, 
$1.00. Committee on awards: County 
Superintendent, Superintendent of Ona- 
wa School, and Principal of the Castana 

.Normal. Vacancies filled by the Library 
Board. 

“Summaries of contestants must be 
filed With and verified by Librarian on or 
before February 1, 1907. 

“Awards will be announced at anniver- 
sary of opening. Contestants may make 
memoranda during reading and seek as- 
sistance and information, but the sum- 
maries must in substance, language and 
composition be absolutely their own, 


without aid or correction. Those enters 
ing the contest must register with the — 
Librarian as soon as practicable, and may 
thereafter apply to her for direction and 
information. 


Library Records and Organization, — 

The Iowa Library Commission hag 
long realized the importance of providing 
an organizer who should be available 
for aiding the small libraries in equip- 
ping their institution with modern rec- 
ords. Where but one librarian is em- 
ployed for all the activities of the library 
it is practically impossible for her to 
undertake the tedious processes of ace 
cession, classification, shelf list, loan sys- 
tem and catalog without skilled help, 
and in many cases the librarians have not 
had the opportunity to acquire a knowl- 
edge of these modern methods. Several 
of the enterprising libraries have with 
great financial difficulty employed an or- 
ganizer out of their limited funds, but it 
has been felt that the aid of the state 
should be extended at this point. After 
several years of effort in this direction the 
Library Commission was provided witha 
slight increase in funds by the last Gen- 
eral Assembly which made it possible 
to employ an assistant who could be sent 
to aid the local library in this work. The 
Secretary of the Library Commission, 
had, in the early months of the work in 
the state, been able to spend a longer 
time with each library than the pressure 
of increased work now permits; hence 
while she will continue to plan with li 
brary boards for the record work’ which 
is necessary to be done and arrange for 
the coming of the organizer, it will be — 
possible for the organizer to remain long 
enough to actually install the new rec- 
ords. Any library desiring the services 
of the organizer should write to the Sec- 
retary of the Commission, as many appli- 
cations for her services are now on file, 
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Magazine Exchange. 

While this important part of the Li- 
brary Commission work is seldom called 
to public attention, the constant use 
which is made of it is sufficient evidence 
that it fills a real need in the task of 
building up collections of standard mag- 
azines. A recent letter expresses so 
definitely the value which a small ship- 
ment of magazines has proven to be to 
one of the libraries of the state that we 
quote from it: 

“The shipment of magazines which 
you made in November to 
library was received in due time, for 
which permit me to thank you very 
kindly. We have quotations on the mag- 
azines which you sent us, together with 
others that you were unable to furnish 
and I find that those you furnished us at 
that time would have cost us $18.21. 
These magazines which you send with- 
out cost mean very much. to libraries 
over the state.” 





A Permanent Home. 

The Library Commission of the State 
of Iowa is now located in the new rooms 
planned for their use in the east wing 
(ground floor) of the new Historical 
Building, located on the corner of East 
Grand Avenue, northeast of the State 
House. The building is in an unfinished 
condition, but when completed will be 
occupied by the State Library (with the 
exception of the Law Department which 
will be retained in the State House), the 
Historical Department, which now occu- 
pies the west wing, and the Library 
Commission which includes the Travel- 
ing Library. 

The growth of the work carried on by 
the Library Commission, especially in 
the Traveling Library Department, 
called for larger facilities for the shelv- 
ing of the books, in addition to which the 
storage and sorting of the periodicals 
_ handled in the clearing house, the dis- 
play of aids and methods for organizing 
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local libraries, desk room for the Com- 
mission staff, etc., made larger quarters 
a necessity. 

Some time will elapse before the rooms 
are entirely completed and adequately 
furnished but in the meantime a cordial 
invitation is extended to all to visit the 
new Commission headquarters when in 
the city, and to rejoice with us that a 
permanent home has been provided by 
the state for this center which has been 
established by statute for library exten- 
sion and promotion in our state. 


lowa Library Students. 


Iowa is represented this year in the 
regular library training schools as fol- 
lows: 

Illinois State Library School, Urbana, 
Illinois : 

Miss Belle Caldwell, Charles City. 

Miss Lina R. Shaffer, Iowa City. 

Miss Bessie E. Stover, Iowa City. 

Miss Fleda Straight, Fonda. 

_ Miss Elizabeth Burnside, Oskaloosa. 

W. R. U. Library School, Cleveland, 
Ohio: 

Miss Theodosia Hamilton, Indianola. 

Pratt Institute Library School, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y.: 

Miss Stella L. Wiley,-Castana. 

Miss Grace A. Cooper, Des Moines. 

Miss Elizabeth Sherwood, Iowa City. 
‘ Miss Annie L. Shiley, Missouri Val- 
ley. 


The library of Newton, Iowa, offers 
for sale: 

Two (2) revolving oak book stands, 
each 6 feet high, 30 inches square, giv- 
ing 35 feet of shelving, at $5.00 each; 
also 

Two (2) sections of sectional book 
case, walnut finish, hinged doors, at 
$2.00 each. 

These are in first class condition and 
prices quoted are F. O. B. Address F. 
M. Taylor, Newton, or the librarian. 








; Library News of the State. 





Ames — The Commercial Club at 
Ames devoted one meeting in Novem- 
ber to a discussion of the needs of their 
city library. Rev. W. J. Minchin and 
Hon. C. G. Lee discussed the subject in 
a manner -which interested the business 
men present, showing how useful the 
institution is, how handicapped for lack 
of funds, and urging generous treatment 
on the part of the City Council. The 
need of more reference books, the bind- 
ing of periodicals and the purchase of 
children’s books were urged. The club 
went on record unanimously in favor 


of the most liberal treatment by the City . 


Council, endorsing the suggestion that 
all assessments be lifted and the charges 
for light and water remitted. 

Ames—State College—Miss Margaret 
Forgeus, a graduate of Drexel Insti- 
tute Library School, Philadelphia, has 
recently accepted the position of cata- 
loger at the State College Library. 

Davenport—The new children’s room 
of the Public Library was opened with 
appropriate exercises on October 24, the 
chief feature of the occasion being the 
story-telling to the children by Miss 
Edna Lyman of Chicago, well known by 
Iowa librarians as a successful children’s 
librarian and an artistic “teller of tales” 
to the little folks. 

The room on the ground floor of the 
Davenport library which has been used 
as the children’s room having proven 
too small, the new room on the second 
floor heretofore used for an auditorium 
has been remodeled into an attractive 
children’s room, equipped in the very 
best manner. Two pictures—one a re- 
production of St. Cecelia, presented by 
Mrs. Maria Purdy Peck, and the other 
the Sistine Madonna, presented by Mrs. 
J. J. Richardson, one of the trustees, 
add to the attractiveness of the room. 


The followmg is taken from one of. 


the Davenport papers: “a 

“Under the special direction of Mrs. C. A 
Ficke and Miss Rose, the librarian, the com. 
mittee appointed by the library board, g 
transformation has been made in the room 
which made it a pleasure to the eye Wed. 
nesday, and which today perfectly adapts 
it to the practical uses of the children’s de 
partment of the library, to which it is being 
put. Its deep maroon walls, cream ceili 
the large round low tables of quartered 
the handsome little chairs that match th 
the book cases in dark finish that fit per. 
fectly into the wall spaces, all harmonize 
perfectly. The immense Donatello frieze 
the Dancing Boys, which the late W. ¢ 
Putnam presented to the library is one of 
the striking and impressive features of the 
room. Cork carpet on the floors deadeng 
the footfalls, and Miss Lyman’s declaration 
that the atmosphere is both cordial and }- 
brary-like seems to exactly fit the room. It 
has fine, large windows on three sides and 
excellent lighting arrangements when arti- 
ficial light must be depended upon, and the 
library board has reason to feel satisfied 
with its work, confident of public apprecia- 
tion.” 

Dubuque—A most interesting elec- 


trical exhibit was given in the chil- 
dren’s room of the Dubuque Public Li- 
brary recently, a large collection of pic- 
tures of electrical instruments and de 
vices having been mounted and a small 
dynamo having been loaned the library 
for the occasion by a local dealer. The 
boys showed great interest in the ex- 
hibit, and a marked increase in the use 
of books on electricity was noted, many 
new titles having been bought in antici- 
pation of the demand, a printed list of 
them being provided. 

A collection of pictures on a variety 
of subjects has recently been prepared 
for circulation through the public 
schools. 

Dunlap—The Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission visited Dunlap No- 
vember 19, addressing the Fortnightly 
Club that evening on behalf of the 
library which the Club has started. It 


_is of interest to know that this flourish- 


ing Fortnightly Club has 110 members 
both men and women, and maintains ac- 
tive work in five departments, viz: Arts 
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and Crafts, Nature Study, Emerson, 
Current Events and Child Study. 


The club undertook the altruistic 
work of providing a library for the 
town some time ago, and already about 
600 volumes have been purchased and a 
pleasant room has been provided free 
through the generous interest of Dr. 
Patterson, whose daughter, Miss Eliza- 
beth Patterson, serves as librarian. 

Humboldt —A Library Association has 
been organized in Humboldt and plans 
are being developed for opening a 
library soon for the use of the public. 
Humboldt is known as one of the cen- 
ters of education and culture among the 
smaller towns of the state, and it is a 
cause for congratulation that a library 
is to be a factor in the community life. 
Rev. A. G. Bennett is Chairman of the 
organization and Mrs. Sadie Hook Pas- 
sig, Secretary. Committees on books 
and on constitution and by-laws have 
been appointed. 

The announcement has just been made 
of an offer from Mr. Carnegie to erect a 
$10,000.00 library on the usual condi- 
tions, hence it will be necessary to vote 
upon the levy of a tax in order that the 
conditions regarding maintenance may be 
met. 

Ida Grove—A meeting of the citizens 
of Ida Grove was held on the evening 
of November 20 to discuss ways and 
means of establishing a public library. 
The Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion was present and talked on the 
“Value of a Library to a Community,” 
and many citizens took part in the dis- 
cussion which followed. It was agreed 
that steps should be taken to provide a 
public collection of books, and it was 
voted that a library association be or- 
ganized. A committee on organization, 
consisting of Rev. Yates, Dr. Moore- 
head and Superintendent Whitley was 
appointed by the chairman of the meet- 
ing, Mrs. Wilcox. It is hoped that the 


organization may be completed and 
active work begun immediately after the 
holidays. ’ 
Iowa City —A most interesting ex~- 
hibit of Indian pictures and relics was 
held in the Iowa City Public Library 
November — and attracted a large num- 
ber of adult visitors as well as children. 


A Library Club has been organized 
at Iowa City, the members being the 
staff of the University and Public Li- 
braries, the Board of Trustees of both 
institutions and other persons interest- 
ed in library work. 

The club met the evening of Novem- 
ber 20 at the home of Miss Howe and 
drew up a constitution and elected the 
following officers: President, Harriet 
Howe of the University Library; vice- 
president, M. G. Wyer, University Li- 
brary; secretary-treasurer, Helen Mc- 
Raith, Public Library. 

The meetings will be held the first 
Tuesday of each month, except August 
and September. The program of each 
meeting will deal with subjects related 
to library progress. 

Iowa Fallis—Ellsworth College— 
Plans are being prepared for the new 
library building for which Mr. Carnegie 
has promised $10,000. 


Leon —The dedicatory exercises in 
connection with the opening of the new 
Carnegie library building at Leon were 
held in the Library building at 2:30‘p, 
m. November 1. Judge J. W. Harvey, 
one of the library trustees, presided and 
the following program was given: 

Invocation—Rev. W. A. Montgom- 
ery. 

History of the Library—Mrs. H. R. 
Layton, President Library Board. 

Presentation of the Building—V. R. 
McGinniss, Chairman Building Com- 
mittee. 

Acceptance by Judge Harvey. 

Congratulatory Address—Miss Tyler, 
Secretary Library Commission. 
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The Library as an Educator—Presi- 
dent McLean, State University. 

Following this program came the ex- 
ercises for the children, consisting of 
music and a talk to the children by Mrs. 
H. M. Towner of Corning, on “What to 
Read and How to Read,” and a recita- 
tion by Miss Stookey, after which re- 
freshments were served to the children 
in the basement. 

At the Opera House in the evening 
Hon. M. F. Stookey presided and music 
was again rendered by the High School 
Chorus. The invocation was given by 
Rev. J. L. Boyd, and a violin solo by 
Mrs. C. E. Gardner, after which an elo- 
quent and scholarly dedicatory address 
was delivered to a large audience by 
President McLean of the State Uni- 
versity. 

The building is a most attractive one 
and well adapted to the needs of the 
town, with general reading room, book 
room and children’s room on main floor 


and an auditorium in the basement. The 
cost of the building is $6,000, the dona- 
tion having been secured from Mr. Car- 
negie in the spring of 1905 by Hon. M. 
F. Stookey. The Woman’s Club of Leon 


takes great pleasure in seeing the 
library building a reality, as the library 
was established by the club in 1901 and 
maintained by them for several years. 

The day preceding the dedication the 
meeting of I. F. W. C. of the district 
was held in the auditorium of the new 
library, and much admiration was ex- 
pressed by the club women for the con- 
venience and beauty of the building, sev- 
eral who were in attendance remaining 
for the dedicatory exercises. 

Marion —Miss Mann of the Library 
Commission spent a few weeks in the 
Public Library of Marion during Octo- 
ber, aiding the librarian in the classifica- 
tion and cataloging. 

Mount Pleasant — The removal of 
Judge W. I. Babb from Mount Pleasant 


and from the state made it necessary " 


to appoint a new member of the Lib 


Board at that place, where Judge Babb 


has served so efficiently as President 
of the Board. Dean Piersel of the Iowa 
Wesleyan University has been appointed 
to fill the vacancy and was at once elect. 
ed President of the Board. In Septem. 
ber the library was closed as a precau- 
tion on account of the prevalence of 
diphtheria. 

Newton —The resignation of Miss 
Belle E. Smith, for many years librarian 
of the Newton Public Library, took ef- 
fect November 1, in consequence of her 
decision to make her home in Cali 
fornia. Those who had the pleasure of 
a personal acquaintance with Miss 
Smith know of her great pleasure in her 
books and her intimate knowledge of 
them and will feel keen regret at her 
removal from the state, though her long 
years of service have earned her a well- 
deserved rest. Before she became libra- 
rian of the Newton Library she was con- 
nected with the Tabor College for years, 

Mrs. Henrietta E. Groesbeck, for- 
merly of the Bloomington (IIl.) Public 
Library, was elected librarian to suc- 
ceed Miss Smith, taking up her duties 
November 1. Mrs. Groesbeck spent the 
month of October in the Library Com- 
mission office. 

Inasmuch as the collection of books 
in the Newton Library had not been 
classified and cataloged, the Library Or- 
ganizer of the Commission, Miss Alice 
Mann, has been engaged in that work 
since November I5. 

Onawa —Again the people at Onawa 
have reason to feel grateful to Judge 
Addison Oliver for his generous interest 
in the welfare of the young people of 
that town. He has recently offered 
$20,000, one-half to be used for the 
erection of a new library building. the re- 
mainder for a library endowment fund. 
The Public Library now occupies com- 
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fortable and attractive quarters in the re- 
modeled church which Judge Oliver 
bought and presented to the town of On- 
awa in the winter of 1901, together with 
$4,000 for books and equipment. Very 


recently Judge Oliver gave about $10,000 
for the establishment of a school for man- 
val training and domestic science in con- 
nection with the public schools of Onawa. 


Storm Lake—The new Carnegie 
building for the Free Public Library at 
Storm Lake was dedicated Saturday 
afternoon, September 29th. The ex- 
ercises were held at the Opera House 
and opened with a number by the or- 
chestra and was followed by the invoca- 


tion by the Rev. H. V. Comin, followed . 


by a solo by Prof. Austin Abernathy. The 
keys to the new and handsome building 
were then delivered to S. C. Bradford, 
president of the library board, by T. H. 
Chapman, acting for Mayor Toy. Ap- 
propriate remarks were made by both. 
Miss Manning of Buena Vista College 
favored the assemblage with a piano 
solo, which was followed by an address 
by Miss Tyler, Secretary of the Library 
Commission. The benediction was pro- 
nounced by Rev. W. J. Carr. From 5 
until 9 o’clock a reception was held at 
the library building, many hundreds of 
people taking this opportunity to inspect 
the building and books. 

One of the most interesting features 
of this new building is the rest room 
provided for the use of farmers’ families 
and the further decision on the part of 
the Library Board to make the use of 
the library and books absolutely free to 
the country people on the same basis as 
to the citizens of the town. A meeting of 
the farmers was held at the library a 
week before the dedication to consider 
the matter of furnishing the rest room, 
and it was decided to expend about $200 
for that purpose, and a committee from 
the several townships was appointed to 
secure the funds. 


No public library has previously ex- 
isted in Storm Lake, hence the opening 
of the new building marks also the open- 
ing of the institution itself, with a new 
collection of books. Money has been 
raised by entertainments and otherwise 
for the purchase of about 1,000 volumes. 

Miss Ethelyn Baillie was _ elected 
librarian, and during her study at the 
State University last year she was also 
gaining a practical knowledge of library 
work in the Public Library of Iowa 
City. Miss Alice C. Mann, library or- 
ganizer with the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, spent the month of September in 
classifying and cataloging the books, in- 
stalling the loan system, etc. 

The building cost $10,000 and is well 
adapted to the daily work of a library, 
with children’s room, general reading 
room, book room, etc., on main floor. 
The City Council occupies one of the 
basement rooms, and the rest room is 
also in the basement, with direct outside 
entrance. 

Stuart —The welcome announcement 
was made in November that Mr. Car- 
negie would give $6,000 for the erection 
of a building for the free public library 
at Stuart, on the usual conditions. In- 
asmuch as the tax for maintenance 
which was voted several years ago 
brings a revenue of $640 annually 
and the city owns a lot well adapted to 
library purposes the conditions are easily 
complied with. The lot is located near 
the Rock Island station and adjoining 
the city park. The Library Board will 
at once proceed to have plans and speci- 
fications prepared so that work on the 
building may begin in the early spring. 

Tama —The Library Board has se- 
lected Miss Blanche Stewart as librarian 
and it is hoped that the new building will 
be ready for dedication some time dur- 
ing February. 

Toledo — Leander Clark College — for- 
merly Western College, has received a 
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gift of $15,000 from Mr. Carnegie for a 


library building. 

Washington —The resignation of 
Miss N. J. Springer as librarian of the 
Chilcote Public Library in Washington 
was accepted the last of September and 
Miss Eva G. Denny has_ been elected 
librarian and began her duties October 
t. Some changes are contemplated in 
the arrangement of the rooms and the 
library is to be classified and a card 
loan system installed. 

Waterloo —The Library Board in 
Waterloo having under its management 
the two Carnegie libraries, elected Miss 
Fanny Duren, formerly library organ- 
izer with the Iowa Library Commission, 
as librarian, her services beginning Oc- 
tober 15. Miss Duren’s training was 
received at the Illinois Library School, 
and she has had much valuable experi- 
ence in organizing and cataloging small 
libraries in the state. Miss Bankson, the 
former librarian of Division A, has gone 
to the Pacific coast. Miss Brainard of 
Division B has been granted a leave of 
absence for a trip to Europe. 

Winterset — Free lectures are to be 
given every two weeks in the assembly 
room of the Winterset Public Library. A 
series of talks on the characters in 
Shakespeare’s plays have been begun, 
the high school students being especially 
interested. 


*Towa’s Advanced Step.” 

The following reference to the work 
Miss Carey is doing in the libraries of 
the Iowa State Institutions under the 
Board of Control is taken from the ad- 
dress of the President of the New York 
State Library Association, Miss Mary 
W. Plummer, at the meeting of that As- 
sociation October 1: 

“The libraries of the public institu- 
tions of the state (New York), penal, 
reformatory, etc., have never, so far as 
I know, attracted the interest of the As- 
sociation, immense and important as is 


the field they offer for investigation, 
Towa has taken the most advanced step 
in regard to these libraries by placi 
them all in the charge of a state visitor” 
—a trained, experienced woman libra- 7 
rian, who is to be responsible for the © 
quality and fitness for their respective 7 
institutions of all these book collections, — : 
influential over the lives of the criminal — a 
and delinquent classes.” 


Iowa War Sketches. j 
Librarians who have received postals 
from the Iowa Commandery, Military © 
Order of the Loyal Legion of the ~ 
United States, regarding “War Sketchés 
and Incidents” should certainly take ads 
vantage of the offer made to send this 
book for the cost of postage, 18 cents, ; 
The book is well worth sending for, as 
it contains narratives of the personal ex: 
periences of many of the Iowa veterans 
of the Civil War. Such literature should — 
find a place on the shelves of all of our 
public libraries, and the Library —- 
mission appreciates the efforts of Cap.” 
tain Twombly to place this book at the” 
disposal of the Iowa libraries, and ig” 
glad of the opportunity which the Iowa 
Commandery, through him, has afforded 
the Traveling Library to distribute this 
to some of the Traveling Library cen- 
ters. 


Wisconsin Library Meeting. 
The annual meeting of the Wisconsin 


Library Association is to be held at La — 


Crosse February 21-22, 1907. Owing — 


to the location of the city it is hoped to ~ 


make it something of a tri-state meet- ~ 
ing, with delegations from Iowa and © 
Minnesota. The program will include — 
Round Tables and sessions devoted to — 


the discussion of Library Extension, Li- © 


braries and Schools and better support ~ 
for libraries. The meeting will be full 
of suggestions and inspiration for 5 
who attend, and it is hoped Iowa may © 
be well represented. 
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